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‘He said he would call me’: Anesthesiologist warned witness 
not to talk after he sexually assaulted her, court hears 
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Anesthesiologist Dr. George Doodnaught (LEFT) walks with his lawyer Brian Greenspan (RIGHT) outside Toronto's 361 University Avenue Courthouse, Peter J. 
Thompson/National Post 
Wednesday January 23, 2013. 

WARNING: This story contains graphic language 
After forcing her to perform oral sex as she lay supine on an operating table, 
anesthesiologist George Doodnaught said “he would call me,” a witness testified in 
Superior Court Thursday. 
 
The victim, whose name cannot be published, attended North York General Hospital for 
an operation to treat incontinence in December 2008. She was put into a state of 
conscious sedation and drifted off, but became alert at several points throughout the 
operation, the court heard. 
 
In one: “I was being kissed by Dr. Doodnaught, with his tongue in my mouth.” 



In another: “He also had his hand on my breast and kissing at the same time.” 

In another: “He was taking his penis out of his pants… I also came to with his penis in 
my mouth.” 
 
The witness, now 52, is among 21 women who have accused Dr. Doodnaught of sexually 
assaulting them during surgery. The veteran anesthesiologist worked behind a sterile 
screen separating him from the surgical team at North York General, and the alleged 
assaults spanned a four-year period, ending with his arrest in 2010. 
 
The witness who testified Thursday said each physical contact lasted about a minute, 
and she drifted into unconsciousness in between. She gave the court a detailed 
description of Dr. Doodnaught’s penis, saying it was partially erect, apparently 
uncircumcised and about five inches long. 
 
She also recalled verbal communication with the anesthesiologist. 
 
“He said that I had reached for [his genitals] as soon as I went under,” the witness 
recalled, using words that closely echoed another complainant who testified earlier in 
the trial. 
 
“[He also said] he didn’t think that I would like sex this much… He asked me if I was 
going to suck him off,” she recalled. At another point, “he said that he was going to come 
over and give me a good f–k.” 
 
Dr. Doodnaught also asked the patient about her husband, she testified, in what she 
believed was an effort “to clarify when I would be home alone.” She informed him her 
husband was dead. 
 

I asked him if he did this all the time and he told me, ‘not always’ 
 
“I asked him if he did this all the time and he told me, ‘not always,’” the witness testified. 
 
Later, as she lay recovering, Dr. Doodnaught repeatedly warned her not to tell anyone 
what had happened, she told the court. 
 
“He was reassuring that he would see me later, [and] that he would call me,” she said. 
While she initially thought the whole episode “seemed strange,” the witness said, her 
daughter told her she sobbed throughout the night after her surgery. The next day, she 
said, it hit her that she had not consented to the sexual activity. 
 
“It really upset me a lot,” she testified. 
 
The Crown alleges Dr. Doodnaught and other hospital staff dismissed some of the 
victims’ claims as drug-induced hallucinations, but the witness who testified Thursday 
was adamant to the contrary: “There was nothing to me that was dreamlike about it… It 
was very, very real.” 



 
The trial continues. 
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