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Dentist in groping case asks to work
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A prominent Woodland dentist suspected of groping more than two dozen female patients
appeared at a hearing Thursday and asked a judge to allow him to see patients while the
allegations against him are weighed.

Dr. Mark Anderson, 48, sat quietly beside his lawyer, Robert Zaro, at the state Office of
Administrative Hearings.

Zaro asked Judge Jonathan Lew to let Anderson retain his dental license pending a further
disciplinary proceeding, so he could continue to support his large family and pay for his own
defense.

Lew had temporarily suspended Anderson's license on Sept. 28, after a number of women came
forward to report that Anderson had touched their breasts while they were in his examination
rooms.

Arguing on behalf of the state dental board, Deputy Attorney General Jeffrey Phillips urged Lew to
continue the suspension. He called Anderson a danger to the public, saying he had preyed on his
patients and would continue to do so.

"Dr. Anderson used his position of trust and professional authority to manipulate their minds and
bodies so he could get access and massage their breasts," Phillips told the judge.

Phillips had given the judge three newly revealed complaints from women who said Anderson had
fondled their breasts during dental appointments.

One woman told police the touching occurred when she was in her freshman year of college.

A 33-year-old former patient said that in February 2005, Anderson held her breasts and
whispered in her ear.

" said that his quivering voice was very creepy," a police report said.

Another woman, now 31, told police that Anderson reached under her shirt on at least six
occasions during a two-year period. The woman said she began "wearing very tight shirts that
had high neck lines and Anderson would still get in under her shirt and bra," according to a police
report.

She said she continued seeing Anderson despite the gropings because "he was the dentist and
she was the patient," and because she wanted Anderson to continue providing dental care to her
children.

Anderson faces two misdemeanor charges of battery and sexual battery, based on one woman's
statements that he had reached into her shirt and touched her breasts in August.

Twenty-six other women have come forward to make similar allegations, going back as far as five



years, according to law enforcement officials.

Yolo County Deputy District Attorney Robert Gorman said Thursday that the allegations are under
review, but he expects to file additional charges against Anderson, including felony sexual battery
charges that require a showing of skin-on-skin contact.

Some of the alleged crimes occurred beyond the statute of limitations, and others would be very
difficult to prove and would not result in charges, he said. A search warrant was executed on
Anderson's office last week, he said.

Defending Anderson at Thursday's hearing, Zaro called two dental assistants to the stand and
said they would chaperone the dentist while he treated females if he were allowed to keep his
license for now. "They basically observe every visit with every female patient that transpires from
this point forward," Zaro told the judge. Both dental assistants testified that they had no prior
relationship with Anderson.

Zaro also said Anderson would not treat any female patients for temporal madibular joint
disorder, or TMJ, a jaw condition that causes neck and head pain.

According to police, Anderson admitted during recorded phone calls that he routinely massaged
patients' chests during treatment for TMJ. Zaro cited a dental-journal article that mentioned chest
massage as a way to treat the jaw condition. But he said if Anderson were allowed to keep
practicing, he would not touch any patients' chests.

The dentist has seven children, five of whom are dependent on him. If he loses his license, "Dr.
Anderson is not going to be able to financially survive; his family is not going to be able to
financially survive," he said.

In reaction to a suggestion by Phillips that Anderson see only male patients, Zaro said more than
half of the dentist's patients are female and excluding them would ruin his practice.

Zaro submitted statements from at least four of Anderson's longtime employees, who said they'd
never seen the behavior that the women alleged.

Dental assistant Alex Ramos also said she had never heard any complaints from female patients
about Anderson's behavior.

At the end of Thursday's hearing, Lew suggested he was considering letting Anderson practice
with chaperones of the court's choosing. He said he must weigh the potential for harm to
Anderson and his family of his not working against the possible harm to patients of his continuing
to practice under observation. He said he would make a decision as early as today, but at the
latest by Monday.

After the hearing, Noel Ferris, a lawyer who is suing Anderson on behalf of one woman, said she
had not heard any evidence that he massaged the chests of male patients.

Seeing reporters waiting for him, Anderson ducked back into the building and stayed hidden for
90 minutes, before walking to a car and quickly leaving. Asked if he would like to comment, he
said, "No, not really."
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