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By John Lyon
Arkansas News Bureau

LITTLE ROCK — The state Court of Appeals today affirmed an Alma doctor’s conviction on two
counts of second-degree sexual assault of female patients.

Clarence Jay Arendall received two concurrent 20-year sentences, with all but five years suspended,
for having uninvited sexual contact with two patients at his Alma clinic in February 2008.

Arendall, now 47, argued on appeal that his contact with the women did not involve forcible
compulsion, a necessary element of second-degree sexual assault.

In its opinion today, the appeals court said the women consented to be examined, but Arendall
touched them in ways to which they did not consent, including pulling down their pants and
touching their genitals, even though the women had come to see him because of back pain.

“They did not consent, and his actions were committed against their will,” Judge Robert Gladwin
wrote in the opinion.

Arendall also argued that Crawford County Circuit Judge Gary Cottrell should not have allowed
several other women to testify at his trial that he assaulted them. The appeals court said the
witnesses’ testimony was admissible because it provided “additional proof of motive, opportunity,
intent, plan, knowledge and absence of mistake or accident.”

The court also rejected Arendall’s argument that he should have been allowed to present evidence
that one of the women he was charged with assaulting had agreed to plead guilty to hot-check
charges shortly before his trial. In Arkansas, evidence of prior convictions of crimes of
untruthfulness can be admitted to show a witness’ untruthfulness, he argued.

The state argued that a conviction order in the woman’s case had not yet been entered when she
testified at Arendall’s trial, so Cottrell was right to exclude evidence about her plea deal. Arendall
argued that the state skirted the rules of evidence by waiting to present the woman’s plea deal to
the court until after she testified at Arendall’s trial.

The state countered that the woman’s statement of intent to plead guilty was irrelevant because
she had the right to change her mind until her plea was accepted by the court. The Court of
Appeals sided with the state.

The appeals court also rejected Arendall’s argument that Cottrell should have granted his motion to
sever the two counts against him into separate trials because they were not part of a “single
scheme or plan.”

“The two charges were for the same crime, the assaults occurred within a one-day period, at the
same location, in the same manner, and the victims’ narrative of events were virtually identical,”
Gladwin wrote in the court’s opinion.
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