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Patients and staff stand by doctor

The Spring Hill physician faces charges of sexual battery of a patient. They say it's
unthinkable.

By JAMIE JONES
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The Spring Hill physician faces charges of sexual battery of a patient. They say it's unthinkable.

SPRING HILL -- Some employees and patients came to the defense Thursday of a Spring Hill doctor who
is accused of having sex with an unconscious patient.

"I just can't believe this," said Nancy Sutherland, 61. "He's just a wonderful person and a great doctor."

A. Hussam Armashi, 54, of 4547 Lake In the Woods Drive, was charged Tuesday with three counts of
sexual battery on an incapacitated person. Hernando County sheriff's investigators allege he had sex with a
35-year-old patient on at least three occasions while she was sedated. Armashi runs the Active Pain Control
Center at 12228 Cortez Blvd. Armashi, an anesthesiologist who is certified in pain management, turned
himself in at the Hernando County Jail on Tuesday night after learning that a warrant had been issued for
his arrest. He said the claims were false and believes he will be exonerated.

Sutherland said she sought Armashi's help for chronic back pain two years ago and still sees him for
treatment. He has given her shots and taught her exercises to relieve back pain.

"He is a competent, nice and helpful doctor," said Sutherland, who lives in Bayport. "He has really helped
me."

She said every time he treated her, he later called to make sure she was okay. She never was put to sleep in
his office, she said, and nurses were constantly by his side to aid in treatments.

"There are a lot of crummy doctors out there," she said. "This one is absolutely just a straight arrow, as far
as I know."

Authorities said Armashi gave a 35-year-old patient, who sought help for pain after a car crash, a narcotic
pain medication that caused her to pass out. Investigators allege he had sex with her on at least three
occasions between February 1998 and January 1999. The Times is withholding the woman's name because
of the nature of the charges.

The Sheriff's Office has been investigating since March 2000, said Lt. Joe Paez of the Sheriff's Office.
Investigators have talked to at least three victims, Paez said, but only one charge has been filed so far. He
said the victims waited because they were embarrassed and feared no one would believe them.

Paez said the investigation took 18 months because detectives had to conduct many interviews with possible



victims and collect forensic evidence. He would not discuss the evidence against Armashi.

If convicted, Armashi could face up to 30 years in prison and a $10,000 fine for each count of battery. The
Florida Board of Medicine also could suspend or revoke his license.

Robin Seamon, who is Armashi's office supervisor and has known him for about two years, said Thursday
that his staff and patients stand behind him. She said the allegations are completely false.

"We have been so upset," Seamon said. "We know he is not capable of this."

Seamon said Armashi and his wife are dedicated to their patients and four children. Armashi will not
tolerate crude language around the office, she said, much less inappropriate behavior.

"We have so many patients who are upset," she said. "They've been calling us all day to tell us how much
they love him and that they're there for him."

Patients seek treatment from pain management doctors for a variety of reasons, such as back problems, neck
problems, headaches or pain from cancer, illnesses or injuries. Doctors try to form a diagnosis of what
causes a person's pain and then treat their symptoms.

Treatments can range from blocking nerves with different types of injections, performing surgery or
suggesting exercise therapy. People also see pain management doctors for injections of narcotics, such as
morphine.

Doctors can sedate patients because they have high anxiety levels, face painful procedures or are
uncomfortable about a procedure, said Dr. Scott Berger, a pain management specialist in Delray Beach.

Sue Marty, a nurse in Armashi's office, said a nurse is by his side during every procedure.

"He is never alone with anyone," she said. "I have never been afraid to be alone with him. I have a
headache from thinking about this. It's just so upsetting."

The victim has said she can't comment on the case. -- Jamie Jones covers law enforcement and courts in
Hernando County and can be reached at 754-6114 or by e-mail at jjones@sptimes.com.
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