
WBBM 780 - Chicago's #1 source for local news, traffic and weather... http://www.wbbm780.com/Suburban-Doctor-Accused-Of-Fondling-P...

1 of 3 9/27/07 4:19 PM

ADVERTISEMENT

Traffic:   41 Incidents

Weather: 73°F
Go

Current Time:  04:16pm CDT, 
09/27/07

Search:     wbbm780.com  

Web  Audio

Local News

Posted: Thursday, 27 September 2007 2:44PM

Suburban Doctor Accused Of 
Fondling Patients

BERWYN, Ill. (STNG)  -- Berwyn physician was arrested 
Wednesday -- a day after his license was suspended -- for allegedly 
engaging in sexually inappropriate conduct with female patients at 
his west suburban office. 

The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation 
suspended the physician and surgeon license of Ricardo Arze, 
M.D., on Tuesday after an investigation between the agency and 
Berwyn police, an IDFPR release said.

Arze was arrested by Berwyn police Wednesday after four patients
filed complaints of inappropriate conduct during visits to his office
at 6925 Cermak Rd., the release said. Berwyn Police Chief William
Kushner said the arrest followed an investigation involving Berwyn
and Cook County Sheriff’s police, as well as the IDFPR.

"We were investigating for a couple of months," Kushner said. "The 
arrest was prompted because we learned that a couple of patients 
had bypassed us and gone straight to IDFPR with their complaints."

Kushner said Arze was charged with four counts of misdemeanor 
battery and was released after posting $100 cash bond. He is 
scheduled to appear in court at 9 a.m. Nov. 7 in Maywood.

According to the IDFPR petition for suspension, one patient told 
Berwyn police that on March 22, 2005, she went to Arze suffering 
depression, but he hugged her tightly, put his hands under her shirt 

Featured Audio

60 MINUTES -- The Complete Show 09/23/07
Scott Pelley interviews Iranian president 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in a CBS News 

exclusive. Plus: Morley Safer on California's "pot shops", 
Steve Kroft on chess legend Garry Kasparov and Andy 
Rooney on presidents' vacations. 

  

Bears Report for Sept. 27th - AM Edition
Rex Grossman's out, but Ron Turner's Bears 
offense may look the same in Detroit Sunday. 

WBBM's Jeff Joniak has more. 

  

Bears Report for Sept. 27th - AM Edition
Starting cornerbacks Charles Tillman and Nathan 
Vasher are likely out of the Bears-Lions game 

Sunday. The list of banged-up Bears is almost 
un-Bear-able for a team desperate to find its form. 
WBBM's Jeff Joniak has more. 

  

Drug Kingpins Targeted
The City of Chicago is intensifying its focus on the 
financial side of the narcotics trade as it tries to 

take down drug kingpins. WBBM Political Editor Craig 
Dellimore reports. 

  

Stebic Lawyer Criticizes Brother's Arrest
The lawyer for the husband of missing Plainfield 
mother Lisa Stebic is criticizing police for 

arresting the man's brother last week. The latest from 
WBBM suburban bureau chief Julie Mann. 

  

 

 

ADVERTISEMENT 

60601



WBBM 780 - Chicago's #1 source for local news, traffic and weather... http://www.wbbm780.com/Suburban-Doctor-Accused-Of-Fondling-P...

2 of 3 9/27/07 4:19 PM

and unhooked her bra, rubbed her breasts and attempted to put his 
hands under her pants.

A second patient told police that on May 1, 2007, she went to Arze 
suffering sleep loss and depression, and he kissed her, rubbed her 
buttocks, breast and vaginal area, asked if she was aroused and 
became aroused himself, the petition claims.

A third patient said that on at least three visits to Arze this year 
while suffering stomach pains, the doctor pulled her pants down 
without providing an examination gown, pulled up her shirt and bra, 
and made sexually inappropriate comments, the petition alleges.

A fourth patient told police that in August she went to Arze for 
depression, and he removed her blouse and bra, massaged her 
back and made sexually inappropriate comments, the petition 
states.

Kushner said all the of the victims were adults, ranging in age from 
23 to the early 50s, and were residents of Berwyn, Elmwood Park 
and Brookfield.

The IDFPR issued the suspension because it "believes the health
and safety of the public may be in danger by the continued
practice” of Arze, the release said.

Police are asking other potential victims to come forward, according 
to the release.

Arze, who has the right to appeal before an administrative law 
judge, is scheduled for a hearing on Oct. 9.

A Cook County State's Attorney's office spokesman said no felony 
charges had been filed against the doctor as of 1 p.m. Thursday.

Copyright 2007 STNG Wire, The Chicago Sun-Times. All rights reserved.This 
material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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