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MARIETTA - Five female patients whom police believe were sexually assaulted
while under anesthesia at WellStar Cobb Hospital have filed suit against WellStar
Health System, claiming the hospital should have prevented the crimes.

The suit, filed Oct. 19 in Cobb State Court, identifies the five patients by their
initials only. Three of their spouses are also seeking damages, as are the parents
of one patient, who is a minor.

The suit alleges that the patients were sexually assaulted between December 2008
and September 2009 by Paul Serdula, a certified registered nurse anesthetist.
Serdula was arrested last year after video equipment was found in a dentist's
office where he was working, and police said investigators later found hundreds
of videos at his home showing him assaulting unconscious women and girls.

Serdula, who has been indicted on numerous felony charges including aggravated
child molestation, aggravated sodomy, sexual assault against a person in custody
and unlawful surveillance, was released on $250,000 bond in July. He is wearing
an ankle monitor and is under house arrest awaiting trial.

Four of the patients in the lawsuit were at the hospital to deliver babies via
cesarean section, and the minor was undergoing an emergency appendectomy.
According to the suit, Serdula administered some drugs without medical
justification, and gave excessive doses, leaving the new mothers unable to recall
their babies' births. 

Other operating-room staff were in the room at the time of the assaults but
unaware of what was happening, according to the suit.

Tommy Malone, a well-known plaintiff's lawyer who is the lead attorney in the
case, said his clients did not know they had been assaulted until police notified
them. The suit seeks damages "in excess of $10,000." 

"WellStar should have made sure this sort of thing couldn't happen in their
operating room," said Malone, who founded the Malone Law Office in
Dunwoody. "A $24 mirror or security camera could have prevented this, or if
somebody had just paid attention. They had a duty to protect the patient."

Michelle M. Robinson, a spokeswoman for WellStar Health System, said Serdula
was employed by Tri County Anesthesia, and not WellStar itself.

"We are greatly concerned with the allegations and their impact on the patients
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and their families. WellStar has fully cooperated with the Cobb County Police
and Cobb County District Attorney's office in their investigation and prosecution
of Serdula and will continue to do so. Due to the pending litigation, it is
inappropriate for WellStar to make any further statements concerning this
matter," Robinson said.

Added Malone: "If you can't be safe in an operating room where they are
permitted to render you totally unconscious, where can you be safe? My clients'
primary motivation is to make sure this doesn't happen to anybody else in any
other hospital in America." 

WellStar has about 30 days to file an answer to the suit, and the case is assigned
to State Court Judge David Darden. Malone estimated a trial could occur in 12 to
18 months.
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