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Physical therapist convicted of sexual abuse charges
By Michael Hewlett/Winston-Salem Journal | Posted: Thursday, November 1, 2012 7:10 pm

A Winston-Salem physical therapist was convicted this week on charges that he sexually abused one of
his patients in 2010.

A Forsyth County jury convicted Mark Austin Owens, 49, of 4170 Winterhue St., of misdemeanor sexual
battery on Wednesday. Owens had previously been convicted in Forsyth District Court but appealed his
case in Forsyth Superior Court.

Judge Ronald Spivey of Forsyth Superior Court sentenced Owens to a seven-day active jail sentence and
gave Owens a suspended 60-day jail sentence. Owens was placed on supervised probation for 18 months.

Spivey ordered Owens not to have any contact with the victim in the case and not to carry out any
physical therapy during his probation. He also must register as a sex offender.

David Freedman, Owens’ attorney, said Owens is still licensed as a physical therapist but his registration
as a sex offender will likely prevent him from continuing in that profession.

According to Assistant District Attorney Nicole DuPré, Owens, who worked for Advanced Health Care,
was treating a woman who was in her 70s and had injured her left ankle. Owens came to the woman’s
house in Forsyth County to do the physical therapy, DuPré said.

The woman testified in court that Owens began rubbing her leg and then went toward her groin, DuPre
said. During subsequent visits, Owens would rub her shoulders and breasts, she said. When the woman
raised concerns, Owens told her that he was a licensed masseuse, which was not true, DuPré said. The
woman testified that Owens took her into her bedroom and locked the door, according to DuPré.

The woman eventually contacted the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office, she said. The alleged incidents
occurred in June and July of 2010.

Another woman, who is in her 50s, testified that Owens also touched her inappropriately during physical
therapy sessions at her nursing home in Stokes County. She also said that Owens raped her. Owens has
denied the accusation and was never charged with rape. Stokes County authorities declined to prosecute
the rape charge due to lack of evidence, according to court documents.

The Winston-Salem Journal typically does not identify victims of alleged sexual assault.

Freedman said both women gave inconsistent statements. The Forsyth County woman had 11 sessions
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with Owens. He said Owens never told the woman that he was a licensed masseuse.

“If he was engaged in inappropriate (behavior), she would not have allowed him to have come back for a
total of 11 times,” Freedman said.

He said Owens is a veteran of the U.S. Army and has been a licensed physical therapist for 10 years.
Owens is also active in his church and does volunteer work, Freedman said.


