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Nearly 13 years have passed since Tameka Stokes accused Chicago gynecologist Bruce 
Sylvester Smith of raping her during a pelvic exam. 
 
It wasn't until May 2010, a month after the Tribune wrote about Smith as part of a series 
on the state's failures to discipline doctors for sexual wrongdoing, that Cook County 
prosecutors finally charged him with a crime: the rape of a pregnant woman who had visited 
Smith in the same South Side medical office as Stokes. 
 
"I'm just so happy that justice has been served, finally," Stokes said. "I can't believe it took 
this long though." 
 
Smith, 60, did not react to the verdict as it was announced Thursday in Judge Clayton 
Crane's courtroom. The seven-woman, five-man jury had deliberated just a little more than 
hour before its decision. 
 
Smith, who has been in custody since his arrest nearly three years ago, faces up to 15 years 
in prison when Crane sentences him next month. 
 
The victim, who testified against Smith this week, declined to speak to reporters as she left 
the Leighton Criminal Court Building on Thursday. 
 
Prosecutors acknowledged that justice in the case against Smith was delayed but made no 
mention to jurors of the Tribune's role in reinvigorating the investigation. 
 
According to evidence presented at the five-day trial, the prosecutor who initially reviewed 
the case in 2002 declined to press charges pending further evidence. Meanwhile, the rape 



kit that had been taken sat untested for years. Shortly after the newspaper story ran, a 
detective had it sent to a lab and it came back as a DNA match to Smith, leading to the 
charges. 
 
"Sometimes the wheels of justice seem to turn slowly, but they turn," Assistant State's 
Attorney Sabra Ebersole told jurors in her closing argument. 
 
The Tribune's investigation, launched in 2009, found that predatory doctors, even those 
convicted of crimes, often faced little or no punishment from state regulators. 
 
In addition to charges against Smith, the series led to a new law requiring any licensed 
health care professional charged with a sex crime to be chaperoned by the state while the 
case is pending. The law also requires regulators to immediately revoke a doctor's license 
upon conviction and allowed them to retroactively yank licenses from doctors who had been 
previously convicted. 
 
Since it went into effect in 2011, the law has led to 58 permanent license revocations 
statewide and 13 chaperon orders, said Sue Hofer, a spokeswoman for the Illinois 
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation. 
"We have had a lot of good cooperation from all the agencies" involved, Hofer said in 
reference to police, prosecutors and the courts. 
In his criminal case, Smith was accused of sexually assaulting a woman during a routine 
pelvic exam at Kennedy Medical Service Corp. on the South Side. The victim was eight 
months pregnant at the time and knew Smith because he had delivered her third child just a 
few years earlier, prosecutors said. She testified that she was lying on her back with her eyes 
closed when she felt something was amiss and looked up to see the doctor between her legs, 
which were in stirrups. 
Testifying in his own defense earlier this week, Smith said he was finishing his exam when 
the woman grabbed his hand under the sheet and forced him into a sexual act. Smith said no 
words were exchanged but the patient was looking at him and "moaning." He said he was 
"curious" and undid his pants and had consensual intercourse with her. 
 
On Thursday, Ebersole told jurors that story was "preposterous." 
 
"Apparently with no words said between them — just the language of love — he drops his 
pants and penetrates his patient?" Ebersole said in her closing argument. 
 
Prosecutors said the victim did not initially react because she was in shock. Immediately after 
leaving Smith's office, the woman called her sister, who contacted a rape hotline. At a 
counselor's urging, the woman underwent a rape exam at the University of Chicago Hospitals 
and filed a complaint with Chicago police days later, according to prosecutors and state 
disciplinary records. 
 
When he was interviewed by police and prosecutors in March 2003, Smith denied there had 
been sexual intercourse. In the absence of criminal charges, regulators allowed Smith to 
continue practicing. It wasn't until four years later, after a seventh patient had come forward 
with allegations of misconduct, that the state regulation department moved to suspend his 
license. 
 


