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MARSHALL, MO (KCTV) -

UPDATE

Physical therapist accused of sexually abusing disabled student
Posted: May 22, 2012 6:06 PM PDT
Updated: Jun 05, 2012 6:06 PM PDT
By Laura McCallister, Multimedia Producer - email
By Justin Schmidt, Multimedia Journalist - bio | email

A physical therapist who lives in Blue Springs, MO, is accused of sexually abusing
a student and authorities want to know if there are more victims out there.

The therapist was arrested on Monday at a school in Marshall, MO.

Marshall police said a student at the Prairie View State School was sexually assaulted by her therapist - and
they fear there may be other victims out there.

Paul Chang was charged with two counts of sexual abuse and two counts of sexual contact with a student.

"The devastation, the betrayal, it takes my breath away," the victim's mother said.

She said a guardian angel was looking after her daughter on Monday. 

Marshall police said Change abused a student at Prairie View State School Monday - a state-run school for
severely disabled students. Court documents show Chang was alone in a room with the victim when a
teaching assistant walked in to see Chang abusing the student.

KCTV5's Justin Schmidt spoke with another member of the victim's family Tuesday. They said the victim is a
19-year-old student and Chang was her physical therapist. The family said Chang had been working with her
for 18 years. They don't know if this was the first time she had been abused.

"I screamed, 'no, no, no, this can't be happening,'" the victim's mother said. 

Her family said the victim is severely handicapped and can't talk or defend herself. They said they fear there
may be other victims out there and that Chang works with several other special-needs schools in mid-Missouri,
students who can't fight back.

"They have no voice, they can't tell moms and dads, they can't tell their caregivers what's being done to them,"
the mother said. 

The victim's family said Chang also runs at least two martial-arts schools.

The Missouri Department of Education said Chang worked as a contract therapist. He had passed the state's
annual background check in November 2011. A spokesperson for the department of education couldn't say for
sure how many other schools Chang may have worked in.

As The Missouri Highway Patrol division of drug and crime control and the Marshall police continue to
investigate, they are looking for other students who have received therapy from Chang.

"Hopefully there were no other victims, but if there are, we definitely would like to visit and talk to them to do a
complete and thorough investigation," Sgt. Collin Stosberg with the Missouri Highway Patrol said. 

Anyone with information related to this investigation can contact Missouri State Highway Patrol Sergeant
Darron Blankenship at Troop A Headquarters at 816-622-0800, ext. 3166.
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Chang is currently in the Saline County jail. Schmidt tried to contact him, but Chang declined to comment.
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