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Women testify at Alma doctor's trial

by LAREIGN WARD, Press Argus-Courier Staff

Numerous women told a jury Monday and Tuesday that an Alma physician fondled and sexually violated them during visits to his office.

Clarence Jay Arendall, 46, is charged with two counts of second-degree sexual assault, although 19 more women testified or are 
scheduled to speak about other alleged incidents during the trial, which is expected to last through the week.

The two incidents Arendall is charged with are alleged to have occurred in February 2008 at his practice, located on U.S. 71 in Alma. On 
Feb. 13 and 14 of that year, two women reported he had unwanted and inappropriate sexual contact with them.

Nineteen other women who have come forward with sexual allegations are also being called by the state to testify.

On Monday, one of the women who Arendall is charged with assaulting testified. The patient testified that Arendall touched her vaginal 
area in a manner intended to stimulate her sexually, and that he also made inappropriate comments of a sexual nature.

After she reported the incident to Alma police, an Arkansas State Police investigator was called in. Investigator Doug McAllister testified 
that he placed a tape recording device on the woman before she went in to confront Arendall about the incident. According to a 
transcript of that conversation, Arendall said he did not remember touching her and did not mean to upset her in any way. He also said 
he was sorry if he said anything that offended her.

On Tuesday, another former patient testified that she went in to see Arendall for weight loss prescriptions. The woman, who had already 
lost a significant amount of weight when she visited Arendall and was trying to lose more, said on one visit, she asked about plastic 
surgery because she had a lot of loose skin from the weight loss. She said after telling Arendall that, he placed his hand in her bra and 
cupped her breast.

The woman said she pulled back and asked what he was doing. She said Arendall told her, "I'm checking the elasticity of your skin" and 
"pretty much made me feel I was stupid for asking a question."
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Defense attorney Marvin Honeycutt asked her why she waited until last spring, when accusations against Arendall were reported in news 
accounts, to file a police report.

"No one was going to believe me," the woman testified. ". ... I mean, he's a doctor. Who was going to believe me?"

The woman visited Arendall several times, even though she said there was some kind of sexual contact each time. She said she kept 
returning in part because the prescriptions she was taking were difficult to obtain. She also said after her visit she asked for a nurse to 
be in the room during examinations, but none ever were.

A woman who has since moved to another state testified that she knew and liked Arendall for many years. She said she even 
recommended him to two other women and described him as "like a big teddy bear."

That changed on Feb. 11, 2008, when she said she visited him because she had strep throat. The woman said that while he was 
checking her breathing with a stethoscope, he came across a tattoo on her lower back and told her it was "sexy," and also touched it in 
a manner she found sexual.

She said he asked if she had a breast enhancement, and she said she had. She said he then raised up her shirt and bra and started 
fondling her breasts, telling her "how nice they were, how my surgeon had done a good job."

"This is a person I had trusted," the woman said. "This was my doctor."

The woman said Arendall also unzipped her pants to look at her stomach, then recommended she get a tummy tuck "to go with the nice 
breasts I had."

Honeycutt asked why she didn't protest or tell him to stop. The woman said she's asked herself similar questions but "until you're put in
that situation, you have no clue what you're going to do."

Referring to a lump that the woman had removed from her breast in 2007, Honeycutt asked if it was possible Arendall was checking her 
breasts for any abnormalities. The woman said he was fondling her.

Chief Prosecuting Attorney Marc McCune said the state was likely to rest its case late Tuesday or Thursday, when the trial resumes. A 
jury of eight men and four women was selected Monday morning.
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