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Woman claims doctor drugged, raped her

She says anesthesiologist A. Hussam Armashi repeatedly incapacitated and raped 
her from September 1997 to June 1999.

By JAMIE JONES, Times Staff Writer

© St. Petersburg Times, published June 11, 2002

She says anesthesiologist A. Hussam Armashi repeatedly incapacitated and raped
her from September 1997 to June 1999.

BROOKSVILLE -- An unidentified woman alleges in a lawsuit that a Hernando County
doctor drugged her, raped her, got her pregnant and threatened to kill her family if 
she told authorities.

The civil suit is the latest action against A. Hussam Armashi, 55, of 4547 Lake in
the Woods Drive. He was arrested in November after authorities said he drugged a 
35-year-old patient and had sex with her in his Cortez Boulevard office. He has 
pleaded not guilty to three counts of sexual battery and is scheduled for a pretrial 
hearing in July.

In the suit, the woman is identified only as "B.K.," and it is not clear whether she is
the same person who helped authorities build their criminal case. Her Winter Park 
attorney, Adam Littman, declined comment.

In the lawsuit, the woman says Armashi, an anesthesiologist and pain management
specialist, treated her on at least 200 occasions from September 1997 to June 
1999.

Armashi's wife, reached at his office Monday, referred comments to his Brooksville
attorney, Jimmy Brown, who did not return calls.

In November, after he was arrested, Armashi said the patient who accused him of
inappropriate behavior was mentally unstable.

"I am innocent of the accusation made against me, and I have all faith and
confidence that I will be fully exonerated," he said in a written statement.
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The woman said Armashi gave her more than 8,587 pills and anesthetized her with
dangerously high doses of medicine including Percocet, Xanax, codeine and 
morphine. She said he gave her more than 360 injections, including dozens of 
steroids. Twice, she stopped breathing, the lawsuit says.

Armashi inserted intravenous catheters to pump powerful drugs into her body, from
eight to more than 39 consecutive days, the lawsuit says. Armashi put the 
catheters into her spine, and treated her in her living room and in his car, the 
lawsuit says.

During many visits, the woman said she was "incapacitated," and once developed a
life-threatening infection from the treatment. She also said she suffered side 
effects including abdominal swelling, convulsions, emotional disturbances, vomiting 
and permanent scarring.

Armashi tried to make her "physically and psychologically dependent upon narcotic
pain medication so as to gain unlawful dominion and control" the lawsuit says.

She said she saw Armashi on Dec. 6, 1997, and he injected drugs from the back of
her head to her tailbone and she lost consciousness. She said Armashi raped her 
that day and did so during following visits.

She said she kept going back to him because he threatened her. She said he once
put a needle to her neck and said if she told authorities, he would kill her and make 
it look like an overdose.

She said he demanded that she come to his office alone, have a pleasant attitude,
wear clothes that he liked, including lace panties.

If she failed to do so, Armashi would "punish" her by injecting medicine into the air
or a garbage can, or flush it down a toilet, the lawsuit says.

She said she was admitted to Brooksville Regional Hospital in July 1998 and Armashi
drugged her and raped her in a locked bathroom. She said he got her pregnant that 
time.

She said Armashi discovered she was pregnant and threatened to kill her if she did
not have an abortion. She said he locked her in a bathroom at Oak Hill Hospital and 
hit her in the face. She said Armashi filled the sink, grabbed her by the hair and 
forced her head into hot water so she could not breathe. She said he gave her drugs 
that caused her to hemorrhage and she eventually had to "terminate her 
pregnancy."
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The lawsuit says that after one particularly brutal attack she considered committing
suicide.

She said she stopped seeing Armashi in June 1999.

She said he tried to make her sign a form releasing him from liability and called her
dozens of times.

She said he threatened to kill her and her family if she testified against him. She
said he threatened to kidnap her to Saudi Arabia and to tell her husband of the sex 
acts they performed.

In the lawsuit, she also names Armashi's business, the Active Pain Control Center,
as well as Hernando Anesthesia Associates and Hernando Endoscopy & and Surgery 
Center Inc. as defendants.

Vince Vanni, spokesman for the center, said Armashi provided contract services for
them but was never there without supervision from the staff. No staff member 
would have allowed inappropriate behavior, he said.

Vanni said Armashi no longer is associated with the center.

Armashi faces three counts of sexual battery on a person incapacitated by an
intoxicating substance. If convicted, he could face up to 30 years in prison and a 
$10,000 fine for each count.

The lawsuit seeks more than $15,000 in damages.

-- Jamie Jones covers law enforcement and courts in Hernando County and can be
reached at 754-6114. Send e-mail to jjones@sptimes.com.
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